
 

 

 

AMERICA CREATIVE 
PORTRAITS BY EVERETT RAYMOND KINSTLER 
 

TRAVELING EXHIBITION PROSPECTUS 
 
 

 
 

Everett Raymond Kinstler (American, b. 1926), Paul Jenkins, 2006. Oil on canvas, 50” x 60” 
Collection of the artist. 
 



 

 

Everett Raymond Kinstler is America’s premier 
living portrait painter. Kinstler, who turned 90 in 
2016, has painted movie stars, singers, artists, and 
several presidents over the course of his career. This 
exhibition is a study not only of the life and work of a 
particular artist, but also of how he has interacted 
with and rendered in paint other creative 
professionals, be they artists, musicians, writers, or 
actors. The portraits capture an era of creativity in this 
country, featuring Marian Anderson, Romare 
Bearden, Dave Brubeck, Alexander Calder, Barbara 
Cook, James Montgomery Flagg, Katherine Hepburn, 
Dr. Seuss, and Tom Wolfe, among others.  
 
Portraits are often deeply personal, displayed in 
private homes and clubs or in institutional 
headquarters. They are created to document 
individuals in a moment in time, though, making 
them ideal works of art to lead into a study of social or 
biographical history. Drawing together these 
dispersed portraits into one exhibition will shed fresh 
light on the work of the artist, on the genre of 
portraiture in American art, and on the 
interconnectedness of America’s creative leaders in 
the mid-to late-twentieth century. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Everett Raymond Kinstler (American, b. 1926), Placido 
Domingo 1993–2002. Oil on canvas, 41-3/4” x 33-1/4”. 
Collection of the National Portrait Gallery. 
 

 
Everett Raymond Kinstler (American, b. 1926), 
Tony Bennett, 2014. Oil on canvas, 24” x 20”. 
Collection of the artist. 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exhibition Specifications:  

• 31 works of art (checklist attached) 
• Complete curatorial and registration 

information 
• Complete shipping, handling, and 

installation instructions 
• Introduction panel and all wall labels and 

essays in digital format 
• Public relations support, including sample 

press release, images; digital graphic 
templates of promotional materials 

• Accompanying the exhibition is an 80-page 
full color publication. It includes texts by 
Amy Henderson, Joseph Mella, and 
Margaret Walker. Exhibition fee includes 25 
copies.  

 
Insurance: To be secured by venue (certificate of 
insurance required) 
 
Requirements:  

• High security 
• Minimum 150 running feet  
• Contingent upon successful review of the 

venue’s Standard Facility Report 
• Exhibition Fee: $10,000, per twelve-week 

booking period, plus pro-rated one-way 
shipping 

• Courier (1) travel on front and back end of 
exhibition to be borne by venue. 

 
Programming: Artist is available for lecture and/or 
painting demonstration 
 
Currently Available: Beginning September, 2018 
through spring, 2021. 
 
Scheduling: Contact Margaret Walker, assistant 
curator at 615-343-1704, or at 
Margaret.walker@vanderbilt.edu 
 

Everett Raymond Kinstler (American, b. 1926), Tom Wolfe, 1987. 
Oil on canvas, 50” x 27”. Collection of the artist. 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
About the curators:  
 
J o s e p h  M e l l a : With almost thirty years of experience working in art museums, Joseph Mella has managed, 
curated, and overseen the operations of the Vanderbilt University Fine Arts Gallery and its collections within 
the College of Arts and Science since 1992. Mella has curated and organized over eighty exhibitions at 
Vanderbilt, including a major retrospective and national tour of painting, drawings and prints by the 
Ecuadorian master of the twentieth century, Oswaldo Guayasamín, and the “Star Chamber,” a sitespecific 
interactive sculpture by British land artist Chris Drury at Vanderbilt’s Dyer Observatory. He holds an M.A. in 
Modern Art History, Theory, and Criticism from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, where he also 
completed a Certificate in Art Collection Care and Maintenance. Mella received a B.F.A. in Printmaking from 
the University of Iowa, Iowa City. 

Everett Raymond Kinstler (American, b. 1926), Alexander Calder, 1972. Oil on canvas, 
40” x 34”. Collection of the National Portrait Gallery. 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
M a r g a r e t  W a l k e r : Walker has been the assistant curator at the Vanderbilt Fine Arts Gallery since 2014 and 
contributes to the management of the collection, operations, and educational programming. She has 
independently curated two exhibitions and contributed to many others. Her research interests include the 
first world war, British art and history, American modernism, and museology. She holds an M.Sc. in the 
History of Art, Theory, and Display from the University of Edinburgh and an A.B. in History from Princeton 
University.  

Everett Raymond Kinstler (American, b. 1926), Marian Anderson, 1990. Oil on canvas, 
24” x 20”. The Harvard Club, New York City. 
 



 

 

Exhibition Checklist:  
 
Tony Bennett, 2014 
Oil on Canvas 
24” x 20” 
Collection of the artist 
 
Tom Wolfe, 1987 
Oil on Canvas 
50” x 27” 
Collection of the artist 
 
Theodore Geisel, Dr. Seuss, 1982 
Oil on Canvas 
38” x 36” 
Collection of the Hood Museum of Art  
 
Will Barnet, 1977 
Oil on Canvas 
50” x 40” 
Collection of The Butler Institute of American Art 
 
Paul Resika, 1985 
Oil on Canvas 
26” x 32” 
Collection of the artist 
 
Paul Jenkins, 2006 
Oil on Canvas 
60” x 50” 
Collection of the artist 
 
Alexander Calder, 1972 
Oil on Canvas 
40” x 34” 
Collection of the National Portrait Gallery 
 
Liv Ullmann, 1984 
Oil on Canvas 
32” x 38” 
Collection of the artist 
 
 
 



 

 

James Montgomery Flagg, 1952 
Oil on Canvas 
30” x 25” 
Collection of the National Portrait Gallery 
 
Katharine Hepburn, 1982 
Pencil on paper 
10” x 8” 
Collection of the artist 
 
Katharine Hepburn, 1982 
Oil on canvas 
30” x 25” 
Collection of the Museum of the City of New York 
 
Christopher Plummer as Prospero, 2011 
Oil on canvas 
50” x 40” 
Collection of the artist 
 
Clint Eastwood, 2014 
Oil on canvas 
28” x 22” 
Collection of the artist 
 
Marian Anderson, 1990 
Oil on canvas 
24” x 20” 
The Harvard Club, New York City 
 
Norman Rockwell, 1965 
Charcoal on paper 
14” x 11” 
Collection of the National Portrait Gallery 
 
Life Study for Portrait of John Wayne, 1972 
Oil on canvas 
24” x 32” 
Collection of Wayne Rumley 
 
Peter Cox, 1983 
Oil on canvas 
60” x 54” 
Collection of the Artist 



 

 

 
Tennessee Williams, 1975 
Mylar lithograph 
28” x 22” 
Collection of the Artist  
 
James Cagney, 1983 
Lithograph 
40” x 36” 
Collection of the artist 
 
Dave Brubeck, 2003 
Oil on canvas 
20” x 16” 
Collection of the National Arts Club 
 
Benny Goodman, 1980 
Oil on canvas 
24” x 12” 
Collection of the National Arts Club 
 
Jacob Lawrence, 1987 
Oil and charcoal on wood 
36” x 24” 
Collection of the artist 
 
Romare Bearden, 1980 
Oil on canvas 
30” x 24” 
Collection of the artist 
 
Self-Portrait, 1972 
Oil on canvas 
40” x 34” 
Collection of the National Academy NYC [approval pending] 
 
Chen Chi, Now and Then, 1993 & 1996 
Oil on canvas 
46” x 42” 
Collection of the artist 
 
 
 
 



 

 

President Ronald Reagan, 1990 
Oil on Canvas 
36” x 24” 
Collection of the artist 
 
Carol Burnett 
Charcoal on paper 
20” x 16” 
Collection of the artist 
 
Bert Lahr, 1975 
Watercolor, gouache, pencil on Bristol board 
16” x 10” 
Collection of The Players, NYC 
 
Placido Domingo, 2015 
Charcoal on paper 
20” x 16” 
Collection of the artist 
 
Placido Domingo, 1993–2002  
Oil on canvas 
56” x 60” 
Collection of the National Portrait Gallery 
 
Movies #5 – Actors Who Posed, 2013 
Oil on canvas 
56” x 60” 
Collection of the artist 
 
 
 


